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At an Adult Forum this fall, those of us who joined the Metro 
D.C. Synodôs Delegation will share more about what we 

experienced and learned in El Salvador.  We will talk about 
villages and projects, about worship and history, and most of 

all, about the people we met and the different activities we 
participated in.  This article, however, focuses on a different 

kind of ñtake away.ò 
 
I frequently visited ELCAôs companion churches in South Asia 

when I worked for Global Mission.  One of my most dis -  
heartening experiences was visiting huge hospitals ðthat 

were empty.  These facilities had been built with overseas 
mission support dollars and, during their heyday, these 

facilities provided some of the best health care in the region.   
In the long run, however, these huge facilities fell into 

disrepair.  Although missionaries with the best of intentions 

had built these institutions, little thought appears to have 
been given as to whether these institutions would be sus -

tainable with local resources once the missionaries moved on.   
 
The day before we left El Salvador, Mary Campbell, Associate 
Director for Companionship Education Advocacy, did a Global 

Mission ñSunday Schoolò for our group.  I was heartened to 
hear that the Lutheran Churches in Latin America have made 

sustainability a priority.   
 
Given that financial resources, human resources or even 

infrastructural resources are limited, an emphasis on 
sustainability demands clarity about the mission and priorities 

of the church.  It means thinking about what a sustainable 
model for ministry might look like.  It means asking hard 

questions and making difficult choices about what is 

important and how best to allocate resources.   
 

             (continued on page 2)  
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Mary pointed out that we could learn from the example of our Latin American brothers 

and sisters because we also need to think about sustainability in our  mission context.  
Given that our financial, human and infrastructural resources are limited, it is clear 

that we cannot be all things to all people.  Rather, we need to be faithful to who God 
is calling us to be and what God is calling us to do.  This may mean letting go of cer-

tain activities that are worthwhile and wonderful but not intrinsic to our identity and 
mission as a community of faith.   
 
What might sustainable mission look like at Holy Trinity?   We donôt yet have 

the answer to that question, but among the questions we might ask ourselves in order 

to get to that answer might be:  
§ What is  our mission context?  

§ Who is God calling us to be  within our mission context?   
§ What are Godôs priorities for action  within our mission context?  

And, when we have answered these questions we may be able to move on to other 
questions such as:  

§ How can we, deploying our limited resources to the fullest, be faithful and   
focused on Godôs mission in this context?   

§ What are the kinds of activities we are called to sustain?   
§ What are the financial, infrastructural and human resources necessary for 

these activities?   

I appreciated the opportunity to reflect on the question of sustainable mission while 
visiting El Salvador and I invite you to do the same.  The congregational council is 

planning a retreat in September and will begin a process of looking at some of these 
questions.  I invite you to share your thoughts about sustainable mission with mem-

bers of the council and to hold them in prayer.  

           Pastor Margrethe  

 

 

 

 

 

ORGAN UPDATE:  The folks from Di 
Gennaro and Hart Organ company are 

continuing to prepare the loft area and 
the chambers above and behind it 

(with waterproof paint) for the installa-
tion of the new organ.   Several of the 

components have already arrived at 

the church, including the components 
of the winding system shown being un-

wrapped in the picture, and hopefully 
by the time youôre reading this, the re-

maining components will have arrived 
from Brooklyn and New Jersey and in-

stallation will have begun in earnest.  
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                FORUM SCHEDULE  
  
Sept 11     Forum meets at 0900 in the 

 Conference room.   Open Forum -  
 10th anniversary of 9/11.   How 

 did life change?   How did faith  in
 fluence that change?   How 

 is life today?    
Sept 18     Casey Cook,  Director of Music  
        Ministry, will discuss his faith  

        and how it influenced his life of 
        music.    
Sept 25     Sue Gaeta, Director of Develop -

         ment, Lutheran Volunteer  
         Corps.  
 

  
Oct 2       El Salvador Companion Synod    

      trip -  Phil Loar, Charles/Gracia  
      Luoma -Overstreet,  Jen Davis,  

      Pastor Margrethe.  
  
Oct 9       Eric Chancellor -  from Missouri  

       to Director of Bell Choirs at  
       Holy Trinity.    
Oct 16    John Grutzik -  the need to en -  

      gage in volunteerism and how  
       his faith interacts with politics  

       to shape his vocation.   John  
       works for the U.S. Senate,  

       videotaping sessions for C -SPAN.   
Oct 23      Rev. Russ Siler, Kairos Docu -  
       ment (will also preach)  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Treasurerôs Report  
For month ended JULY 2011   

2011 - 2012 Mission Spending Plan $495, 013  
                               Current Month  

            7/11  

Current YTD  

7/11  

Prior YTD  

7/10  

  

Budgeted Income           $41, 251  

  

 

       $41, 251  

 

 

       $41, 900  

 

Actual Income                $28, 375        $28, 375        $23, 256  

 Income Over                 (12, 876)  

(Under) Budget    

      (12, 876)       (18, 644)  

Budget Expenses          $39, 816        $41, 251       $40, 464  

Actual Expenses           $31, 817         $31, 817       $34, 313  

 Expenses (Over)            $7,999  

 Under Budget     

          $9,435  

  

        $6,152  

  

Actual Income less       ($3,441)  

 Actual Expenses  

       ($3,441)  

  

    ($11,507)  

  

This month, we welcome the Rev. Sue Gaeta, Development Director for Lutheran Volun-

teer Corps as our guest preaching minister on Sunday, September 25th.  The Rev. 
Gaeta, along with current Lutheran Volunteers, will also speak at our Adult Forum.    
Born in Seoul, Korea, Sue was raised in the metropolitan New York area.  Seeking a 

place where people knew what a Lutheran was, she attended Valparaiso University in 
Valparaiso, IN, and graduated with a degree in social work.  Sue joined LVC and served 

as volunteer coordinator at the Luther Place N Street Village Night Shelter in 1993 -94.  
Following LVC and a short retail career, Sue became a computer consultant and trainer.  

She attended Trinity Lutheran Seminary and was ordained a Lutheran pastor in 2003.  
Before joining the LVC staff, Sue served as the pastor of Divine Word Lutheran Church in 

Milwaukee, WI. She is a member of the ELCAôs Congregation-based Organizing Team 
(CBOT) and recently finished three years of service as the president of the Gamaliel Na-

tional Clergy Caucus, one of the largest networks of religious community organizing in 
the U.S.   Please make a special effort to join us on Sunday, September 25th, to learn 

about the ministry of Lutheran Volunteer Corps!            Ray Meyer, Forum Coordinator  
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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS  
 

BIG MOVE!  

All of the childrenôs books that have been on the bottom shelves of 
the library bookcases will now be located in the Office of Education.  

Come & see!   
SHELF NO LONGER EMPTY!  
For a number of years a group of Holy Trinity members has been 

meeting and discussing books and video material that deal with various aspects of the 
Christian faith.  Because of some of the less traditional aspects of the ideas in this 

material, the group has been called ñFaith Outside the Box.ò  The authors of the dis-

cussion material comprise a number of current well -known names in academia and re-
ligious studies.  Ever since the library was newly opened to the public after its renova-

tion, one shelf has been left empty.  That shelf, in the bookcase on the left of the 
computer, has been designated for books by authors discussed in ñFaith Outside the 

Boxò meetings.  Your library already had a few books by some of these authors.  And, 
thanks to several members of the group (including Genie Davis and Judy Baker), we 

have a number of the books discussed to go on the shelf. They are listed below:   
 1. ñThe First Paul: Reclaiming the Radical Visionary Behind the Churchôs Conservative Iconò by 

  Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  225.92  

2. ñEternal Life: A New Vision: Beyond Religion, Beyond Theism, Beyond Heaven and Hellò by John 

 Shelby Spong.   236.2  

3. ñGod is Not One: The Eight Rival Religions That Run the World-And Why Their Differences Matterò by 

Stephen Prothero.  200  

4. ñThe Bible: A Biographyò by Karen Armstrong. 220.09 

5. ñA Long Way From Tipperary: What a Former Iron Monk Discovered in his Search For the  Truthò by  

          John Dominic Crossan.  220.092  

6. ñThe Future of Faithò by Harvy Cox.  270.83 

7.ò Exploring Reality: The Intertwining of Science and Religionò by John Polkinghorne.  261.5 

8. ñEinsteinôs God: Conversations About Science and the Human Spiritò by Krista Tippett. 215 

9. ñFaith in the Living Godò by John Polinghorne and Michael Welker.  231.042 

10. ñGod of Hope and the End of the Worldò by John Polinghorne.  236 

11. ñJesus: A New Visionò by Marcus J. Borg.  232 

12.  ñThe Meaning of Jesus: Two Visionsò by Marcus J. Borg and N. T. Wright.  232 

13. ñMeeting Jesus Again for the First Timeò by Marcus J. Borg. 232.9 

14. ñReading the Bible Again for the First Timeò by Marcus J. Borg. 220.6 

15. ñEssential Reinhold Niebuhrò by Reinhold Niebuhr.  230 

16. ñInterpretation of Christian Ethicsò by Reinhold Niebuhr.  241 

17. ñLiving in Sin? A Bishop Rethinks Human Sexualityò by John Shelby Spong. 261.8 

18. ñResurrection: Myth or Reality?ò By John Shelby Spong. 232  
NEW BOOKS!  
Your library also has some new books for this fall, thanks again to members of our 

congregation.  These books will be on the shelf above the computer during the month 
of September.  The books are listed below.  Come check them out!  
1. ñA Concise History of the Crusadesò by Thomas F. Madden.  909.07 

2. ñWho Stole My Church? What to Do When the Church You Love Tries to Enter the 21st  Cen-
turyò by Gordon MacDonald.  262 
3. ñA Common Life: The Wedding Storyò by Jan Karon.  Fiction 

4. ñLight from Heavenò by Jan Karon.  Fiction 
5. ñLike Gold Refinedò by Janette Oke.  Fiction 

6. ñA Quiet Strengthò by Janette Oke.  Fiction 
7. ñThe Tender Yearsò by Janette Oke.  Fiction 

 
 Mary Bowen, HT Librarian  
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INVITE SOMEONE(S) TO CHURCH  ...  

Dear Members of Holy Trinity,  
 
 Thank you for your generous 

donations and support for the Fill 
the Container Drive!  We were able 

to send 560 boxes of clothing, 
books, toys, health kits and blan-

kets to the youth in Namibia.   
 
 Thank you!  

    
ðMetro DC Namibia Task Force   

by Joel Kauffmann (Reprinted with permission from The Presbyterian Record )  

PRAYER TIME  
 

 People come together 
monthly to pray for the 

ministries of Holy Trinity.  
Join us on Saturday, Sep-

tember 10 th , at 9:30 am 
in the Holy Trinity Library.   

Come as you are.  

IN MEMORIAM  
 
Prayers are requested 
for the family of Casey 

Cook on the death of 
his grandfather.  Our 

condolences go out to 
Casey and his family.   
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The following is printed from The Lutheran magazine:  

Wallenberg:  A Heroôs Story 
 
This DVD is a release of the four hour TV 
miniseries that first aired in 1985.  It tells 
the dramatic true story of a Lutheran Swede 

who demonstrated a boundless talent for 
compassion during World War II.  Although 

his country had remained neutral and the 
fighting would be over within a year, Raoul 
Wallenberg (Richard Chamberlain) went on a 

dangerous humanitarian mission to rescue 
Hungaryôs Jews, courageously confronting 

the last gasp of Nazi terror.  Wallenberg is 
credited with saving nearly 100,000 lives, 

one eighth of Hungaryôs Jewish communityð
more people than were rescued by any other 
individual or institution in Europe.  

     On January 17, 1945, he was taken into 
Soviet Union custody and disappeared into 

its prison system.  Although his fate is un-
known, Wallenbergôs legacy is secure.  On 
the way to the Holocaust Museum on the 

western outskirts of Jerusalem is an avenue of trees commemorating ñRighteous Gen-
tiles:ò who risked their lives to save Jews.  A medal with each name contains a Talmud-
ic inscription:  ñWhoever saves a single soul, it is as if he saved the world.ò  One of them 

is the Raoul Wallenberg tree.  
(Paramount Home Video , not rated) (Reproduced by permission of Augsberg Fortress  Publications):  

Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) & Support to Military Members, Veterans, 

and Families 
 

A Workshop for Congregational Leaders 

Saturday, October 29th 

Faith Lutheran Church, Arlington, VA 

8:30 am ï 1:00 pm  

$15 (lunch included) 
 

http://www.brac.eventbrite.com  
 

Background ï The culmination of the BRAC moves in September 2011 means 31,000 jobs will migrate to and around the 

metro-DC area.  With this in mind, leaders in our synod are invited to a four-hour workshop to consider:  (1) how we can 

connect with the lives of people affected by BRAC, and (2) ways we deepen and strengthen ministry with military members, 

veterans, and family members. 

At the workshop you will ï  
 

(ÅÁÒ ËÅÙÎÏÔÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒ ɀ #ÏÌÏÎÅÌ $ÁÖÉÄ 3ÕÔÈÅÒÌÁÎÄȟ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÉÒÍÁÎȟ  *#3 
'ÁÉÎ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÅÎÇÁÇÉÎÇ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȟ ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÉÎ τ  ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȡ  

,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ !ÂÏÕÔ %ÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ #ÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓ 
/ÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ ÔÏ .Å×ÌÙ !ÒÒÉÖÉÎÇ -ÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ /ÖÅÒÖÉÅ× ÏÆ "2!# 
&ÁÍÉÌÙ 3ÕÐÐÏÒÔ $ÕÒÉÎÇ $ÅÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ 
2ÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ /ÕÔ ÔÏ 7ÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ 

For more information contact the Rev. Amy Sevimli at the bishopôs office ï (202) 822-1901 or the Rev. Eric Wester,  

Chaplain (Colonel, Retired) ï (803) 447-0300 

http://www.brac.eventbrite.com/
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ASSISTING MINISTER TRAINING   
  
 Serving Holy Trinity as an Assisting Minister provides a truly unique oppor-
tunity to participate fully in Sunday services, in the conduct of the Lutheran 

liturgy and in the distribution of communion to our congregation.  It greatly 
enhances your personal awareness and involvement in worship services.  

The task is not too complicated and we can quickly train you to perform the 
necessary parts of the service.  A variety of support materials are available 

to help you get started.  The role of the Assisting Minister is clearly de-
signed to enhance lay participation in services.  In addition, if one of our 

Pastors is not available for a  Sunday service, the Assisting provides conti-
nuity to ensure that a variety of essential tasks is accomplished without 

overwhelming one individual.  We hope that you will consider joining us on 

Sunday, September 18th at 10:10 a.m., for a short training session wheth-
er you are a new volunteer or just want a refresher on the Assisting Minis-

terôs responsibilities.  Please contact either Pastor Margrethe at pastormarg-
rethe@htluther.org  or Terry Bathen at terrybathen@cox.net if you would 

like to attend the training.   
         Pastor Margrethe and Terry Bathen  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

      

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS   
Altar Guild:  Jean Ball & Eugenia Davis  

 
Sept 4 & Sept 11  

 
 Assisting Minister    
 Lector  Jill Luoma -Overstreet    

 Greeter  Lynn Tedesco, Jeri Hesson   
 Acolytes  Asa Meyer & Greg Wicks, Alex Stone& Noah Kaczmarczyk  

 Ushers  Albert Lai. Jim Lloyd.  Harry& Beth Search,  Linda & Terry  

   Bathen, Carl  Stepp, Steve Griffith  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *      

Sept 18  
 

           Assisting Minister   
 Lector  Heidi Merkel   

 Greeter  Jeri Hesson  
 Acolytes  Katie & Ally Veltman, Matthew McKay  

 Ushers  Linda & Terry Bathen, Carl Stepp, Steve Griffith, Jim Lloyd,  

    Albert Lai, Harry & Beth Search  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -      
Sept 25  

       

 Assisting Minister  

 Lector  Heidi Merkel   

 Greeter  
         Acolytes  Jill & Gracia Luoma -Overstreet, Greg Fleck  

 Ushers  Linda & Terry Bathen, Carl Stepp, Steve Griffith, Jim Lloyd,  

   Albert Lai, Harry & Beth Search  
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From the Bishop's Desk 
Date: August 19, 2011 

_____________________________________________________________  
First Reflections on 2011 ELCA Church-wide Assembly 

Dear friends, 

 
I am writing you as I wait for the bus back to the Orlando airport. The Church-wide Assembly has just 
ended. I am tired, and very tired of sitting. And I am very proud of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. 
  
I saw and heard evidence at the Assembly that we are a church determined to put faith into action. We 
approved a new campaign to work against malaria throughout the world (and I learned that in our synod 
group at the Assembly there were two people who had themselves almost died from malaria as children). 
We approved material related to the LIFT Task Force to renew the lives of congregations in our church. 
And we wrestled with issues that will help us make faithful Christian witness in this decade and into the 
more distant future. 
  
The Church-wide Assembly addressed several issues important to our synod. Our memorials on working 
for justice and peace for Palestine and Israel formed the basis for a document the Assembly overwhelm-
ingly adopted. I had several conversations, including one with the Secretary General of the Lutheran 
World Federation, about our memorial on the persecution of the Oromo people in Ethiopia. The memorial 
we adopted against bullying was adopted by the whole church. 
  
By the way, the Assembly was addressed by the new president of Lutheran Men in Mission, who turns out 
to be Rich White from St. Andrew's in Centreville in our synod. 
  
The worship services were the high points of every day. The preaching was powerful and the music was 
glorious. I prayed for our synod. And I prayed for our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
  
I'll be glad to tell you in more detail how many signs of life and hope and grace I saw at the Assembly. 
God has showered us with blessings and opportunities. God has set us free in Christ to serve in the 
world. I am grateful to be able to do this with you. 
 
In Jesus, 
Dick Graham 
  
The Rev. Richard H. Graham 
Bishop 
Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
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    HOW WE HELP OTHERS  
 
¶ The knitting ministry made prayer shawls that the pastors distribute to pa -    

    rishioners facing challenges.  
¶ Gathered and sent Christmas packets to the children at Village of Hope Haiti.  

¶ Collected backpacks and school supplies for FACETS -supported children.  

¶ Filled Christmas stockings for the annual Salvation Army distribution.  

¶ Provided gift baskets for the silent auction at the annual NOVACO fundraiser.  

¶ Collected food for the Falls Church Community Service Food Pantry.  

  
    The following funds were given in addition to the budgeted benevolences:   

¶ ELCA World Hunger     $ 250.00  

¶ Buck -a-Chick      $ 630.00  

¶ WELCA ï Malaria Campaign   $ 409.00  

¶ ELCA Disaster Response    $ 550.00  

¶ WELCA Blanket Sunday    $ 785.00  

¶ Good Samaritan Fund    $ 1,198.00  

¶ WELCA Thankoffering    $ 427.00  

¶ Navajo Project     $ 850.00  

¶ Falls Church Community Srv.           $ 372.00  

¶ Haiti ï Village of Hope Child Support   $ 1,500.00  

 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW THERE IS AN ELCA REQUIREMENT  
THAT OUR RECORDS BE ARCHIVED?  

 
It seems that this task was not accomplished here at HTLC for many years.  
Please say thank you and share your encouragement with Mary Bowen, Barrett 

Swink and Jeri Hesson who have been tirelessly sorting through boxes and boxes 
of records to create our archived documents and to empty the church cabinets 

and corners of unnecessary clutter.  We have come across some delightful old 
photos and memorabilia which, when the task is completed, will be displayed for 

all to enjoy.    
           

PILLOWS ï Camp Safe Haven  
 

Once again we supported the efforts of LSS in their summer camps pro-

gram for children living with or affected by HIV -AIDS.  We lost track of how 
many pillows we collected and delivered but it was close to our goal of 60.  There 

were approximately 45 children and 18 teens who participated at no cost to their 
families. The young people from St. Johnôs Lutheran in Rockville made a party 

out of tie -dying pillowcases for the pillows we donated.  
 Both the Camp Kids Haven and the Teen Haven took place at Mar Lu Ridge 

in July and August where they participate in recreational and group support.  

This is one way that we strive to support our neighbors in need as we so often 
see Jesus and the disciples do in the scriptures.  
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HT WOMEN OF THE 

ELCA 
 

  Executive Committee  

Member -at -Large ðLeona Badger 703 -573 -1708  
Miriam Bible Study ðCarol Sukow 703 -280 -8108 and Joy Wells 703 -560 -2596  

Lydia Bible Study ðJudy Baker 703 -237 -8717  
                 Naomi Bible Study ðMarcia Ihnen 703 -979 -5570  

     Secretary ðEugenia Davis 703 -573 -0678  
 

Bible Study, Fellowship, and Service Opportunities  
This yearôs Bible study ñTo Follow and Serve: The Gospel of Markò will be introduced 

by Pastor Jane at a salad supper on Monday, September 19, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall.  All women are invited; bring a salad to share (drinks and dessert 

will be provided).  The study can be found in the newly renamed WELCA magazine 
entitled Gather  (formerly Lutheran Women Today ), a copy of which is in the library.  

If you do not already subscribe, copy the lesson from the library copy and join your 

sisters in Christ in one of the Bible Study Groups.  
 
Bible Study Groups ðHT WELCA Bible Study Groups meet as follows this month:  
Lydia -- Thursday, September 22, 10:00 a.m. to noon, Fellowship Hall.   
The Miriam  Bible Study Group , which normally meets the third Monday of the 

month and the Naomi Bible Study Group , which meets the fourth Sunday of the 
month, will resume their regular schedules in October.  
 
Book Club ðThe Book Club will meet  on Saturday, September 10, 8:30 a.m., at 
the home of Joy Wells to discus ñZeotounò by Dave Eggers.  RSVP to Joy at 703-560

-2596 or jewells43@cox.net .   On October 1, the Book Club will meet at the home 
of Holly Hambley to discuss ñThe Thirteenth Taleò by Diane Setterfield.  All women 

are invited.  If you are not already on the list to receive notices of books to be dis-
cussed and meeting dates and locations, contact Mary Newton at new-

tonmm@live.com  to be added to the e -mail list.  We welcome recent additions to 
the group including Holly Hambley, Jean Crowder, Jeri Hesson, and Glenna Fleck  

The Book Club also sponsors Fair Trade coffee and chocolate sales, which will be re-
suming after Rally Day.  Check out the new merchandise on the shelves in the Nar-

thex.  
 
Knitting and Crochet Ministry ð Fall is approaching and with the cooler days 

which bring us to thoughts of warm sweaters, shawls, and scarves.  We are ready 
to pick up our knitting needles and crochet hooks again.  Join us Saturday, Septem-

ber 17 at 9:00 a.m., for a chance to share projects, patterns and ideas.  If you 
donôt know how to knit or crochet but would like to learn, this is a perfect place to 

begin with lots of help from others.  We will also be planning our fall project to help 
those who donôt have warm scarves and hats for the winter.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:jewells43@cox.net
mailto:newtonmm@live.com
mailto:newtonmm@live.com
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Prayer Chain ðTo start a request or to be added to the Prayer Chain, contact 

Marcia at mcihnen@aol.com  or 703 -979 -5570.  
 
Sunshine ðSandra Lee, Sunshine Secretary, asks that members help by sub-
mitting names of members or friends who would benefit from receiving a greet-

ing.  Please contact Sandra at 703 -830 -1791 or leeassociates@aol.com . 
 
Needlecrafters ðNeedlecrafters meet on the second and fourth Wednesdays at 

10:00 a.m. in Rothenberg Hall to work on their own quilting, knitting, or sewing 
or craft projects.  This is an opportunity to receive help on knitting or quilting 

problems and otherwise enjoy the fellowship of working with other sisters in 
Christ .  Contact Judy Baker for more information.  
 
WRAP - UP: Eighth Triennial Gathering of the Women of the ELCA  
Renew, Respond, Rejoice ! The Eighth Triennial Gathering of the Women of the 

ELCA was held July 14 -17 in Spokane, Washington. Marcia Ihnen attended the 
Gathering where she donated two prayer shawls from Holy Trinity knitters. They 

became part of a total collection of 2,225 shawls, which were presented to Spo-
kane -area organizations that support women and children who are living with 

homelessness, who are in transition, or who have been victims of violence.   
There were two celebrations at the Gathering of HT WELCAôs response to the 
Gospel. A photograph of members of HT WELCAôs Book Club preparing dinner 

for our FACETS guests was on display in the Gathering Exhibit Hall on a quilt 
decorated with photographs of WELCA groups from all around the ELCA engaged 

in various service projects.  The second celebration was ELCA Malaria Project 
Fundraising Coordinator Pastor Andrea DeGroot -Nesdahlôs sharing with the as-

sembly of 2,000 women our story, as told to her by Marcia, of how we made, 
sold, and displayed our Motherôs Day corsages in support of the project.  
HT WELCA rejoices in the blessings given and received when responding to the 

call to act boldly on our faith in Jesus Christ.  
 

ALTAR GUILD:  Thank you to Adrienne Barton for her years of service with the 

Altar Guild.  Welcome to new members Lynn McKay, 
Vicky Geis, Maureen Elliott, Troy Martin and Jeri Hes-

son.  We have room for one more person for the Sep-
tember team.  For further information, please contact 

Eugenia Davis at (703) 573 -0678 or Leona Badger at 
(703) 573 -1708.  

 
LOOKING AHEAD:  We are planning a workshop in October or early No-

vember with instructions for making traditional walnut rolls for the holi-
days.  If you are interested, please contact Eugenia Davis at (703) 573 -

0678 or eugeniamdavis@aol.com.   

mailto:mcihnen@aol.com
mailto:leeassociates@aol.com
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EDUCATION NEWS  
 

Sunday School Teacher's Meeting August 28  

Sunday School teachers are invited to gather for an orientation meeting on Sun-
day, August 28 th , from 9:00 am to 9:45 am in the Conference Room.  We will re-

view the year calendar, class and staff rosters, and review our child safety policy.  
Coffee will be served!   
 
Rally Day Fair  
Join us after worship, Sunday, September 11th, at 11:00, for our annual Rally 

Day Fair!  The theme this year is ñBiblical 7ôsò.   Come one, come all to this in-
tergenerational event!   
 
Sunday School Instruction Begins September 18  
Sunday School instruction begins on September 18 when we return to two ser-

vices.  Sunday School Teachers will be installed at the 9:00 am worship service.   
 
Faith Outside the Box:   The group will meet on Monday, September 12 at 6:00 

pm and September 26 at 6:30 pm to discuss Love Wins by Rob Bell.   
 
Food for Body and Soul  
Food for Body and Soul will start up again on September 18.  Join us for a light 

lunch and a variety of adult education offerings on Sunday afternoons, from 
12:00 to 1:30 pm, in the Fellowship Hall.  A freewill donation assists with the cost 

of the lunch.   

 
Fall 2011 Food for Body and Soul offerings:   
 
 

The Book of Jonah  

Beginning on September 18 , Pastor Jane will lead a four -week study from the 
Book of Faith series on the book of Jonah.  Augsburg Fortress describes the book 

of Jonah as painting ña picture of a God who pushes God's people to go beyond 
religious and ethnic boundaries to share the love and mercy of God with all of 

God's desire to save all people. Jonah offers a vision in which God's love and mer-
cy is not only available to the people of Israel, but to other peoples as well.ò 

 
Lutheranism 101  

Beginning on October 16 , Pastor Jeanne Lowe will teach a five week class on 

Lutheranism 101 , using a new text published by Concordia Pub-
lishing House.  Lutheranism 101 reviews the foundational princi-

ples and concepts that ground the Lutheran understanding of 
Christianity.  Whether you are a cradle Lutheran or new to Lu-

theranism donôt miss this wonderful opportunity to learn more 
about the tradition.    

Pastor Lowe brings impressive credentials to this class.  She ma-
jored in theology at Valparaiso University, where she studied 

church year pericopes, the Lutheran Confessions, Christian edu-
cation and mission.  After Valparaiso, she pursued M.Div. studies at Harvard Uni-

versity, later completing her M.Div. degree at Union Theological Seminary in New 

York.  Pastor Lowe also has an MA in Theology from the University of Notre 
Dame, where she served as a Adjunct Asst. Professor in the Freshman Seminar 

program specializing in Theology.    
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Ordained in the ELCA in 1993, she served at St. John Lutheran Church in Marion, IN.  

While there she also served part - time as an adjunct instructor of religious studies 
through the Philosophy Department of Ball State University teaching courses in 

world religions, religion in America.  She taught Old and New Testament courses for 
religious studies majors as well.   
 
Please join us on October 16!   

 
 

Winter and Spring 2012  Food for Body and Soul offerings:  
   

The Book of Philippians  
Beginning on January 22, Pastor Jane leads a four -week course from the Book of 

Faith series on the book of Philippians.  This letter of St. Paul, which he wrote from 
prison, is perhaps the most tender and personal of the epistles.  The love and joy 

permeating this letter make it particularly suitable for reflection during the season of 
Epiphany.   

 
Sowing Tears, Reaping Joy  

Beginning on February 19,  Casey Cook and Pastor Margrethe will lead a seven -
week Kerygma course on the music and scripture of the Brahms Requiem Mass.  

This study, Sowing Tears, Reaping Joy,  highlights a number of themes appropriate 

to the season of Lent.   
 
Each of the four Adult Education classes has a resource book.  Any donations to off-
set the cost of these materials will be deeply appreciated.    

 

Mission  

Accompaniment Journey  with El Salvador   
 

Five members of Holy Trinity joined the Metro D.C. Synod Delegation to El Salva-
dor, July 30 th  to August 8 th .  They joined in the 25 th  Anniversary Celebration of the 

Salvadoran Lutheran Church and Bishop Medardo Gomezôs ministry.  
 
The Delegation shared an event - filled week, visiting communities, projects and con -   

                     gregations affiliated with the Salvadoran Church.  It   
      learned that the people of El Salvador continue to grapple 

      with the issues posed by many years of conflict.  Kelly  
      Baugh, delegation member from King of Kings, noted on  

      the delegation blog site, "As they  face this challenge the  
      [Salvadoran] Lutheran Church has adopted the  theme  "No 

      a la violencia, Si a la vida"  (No to  violence, Yes to ife).   It's 
      a slogan we have heard repeatedly and one we must take 

      to heart as we continue engagement with our sisters and 

brothers here in our Christian walk of accompaniment."   
The Salvadorean Churchôs resounding ñYes to life!ò inspired those who visited them.  

The Holy Trinity members of the delegation will be sharing their experiences at an 
Adult Forum in the near future.  Please join us!  For more delegation photos, see 

page 14.   
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Ho-

ly 

Trinity members of Metro D.C. Synod's Delegation to El Salvador:  

Gracia Luoma - Overstreet, Phil Loar, Pastor Margrethe Kleiber,  

Charles Luoma - Overstreet, and Jen Davis  

Entire delegation with the Subversive Cross  
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                           OWLS NEWS  
  
                         OWLS celebrated August  

                         birthdays of Mayhew  
                         Siess (4), Gloria Hviding

   (10) and Lil Hill (19)          
   with a potluck lunch and

   and birthday  cake.  Fol -      
lowing lunch we watched the movie 

'Second Hand Lion', a comedy with lots of 
laughs.   
September 7 --  Celebration of September 

birthdays, beginning with a potluck lunch.  
As a special part of this monthôs birthday 

celebration, Lloyd Shupp will present a pi-
ano recital featuring exciting music com-

posed by Frederic Chopin, Johannes 

Brahms, and Ernesto Lecuona following the 
lunch.  (Judy and John English and Eugenia 

Davis have previewed the program and 
consider it a ódonôt missò event.)  Bring a 

friend and enjoy lunch and the music.   
Sunday, September 18 -  We will travel 
by van and cars to Colvin Run Mill, 10017 

Colvin Run Mill Road, Great Falls, after the 
11 o'clock service and have a picnic on the 

grounds (bring your own lunches and put 
them in the refrigerator or meet at church 

to travel with us). After lunch we can tour 
the grounds and at 2 p.m. enjoy the music 

of the free  Mill Run Dulcimer Band Concert.  
 

This is not strictly an OWLS event -  bring 

the children and learn the history of the 
Mill -  the sole -surviving operating 19th -

century water -powered mill in the DC area.  
Enjoy the beautifully wooded and land-

scaped grounds,  tour the mill, and shop in 
the little general store.  This is a great op-

portunity for all ages to get together for an 
outing.  Sign up today to join us.  Any 

questions see Jean Strandlie (703 -354 -
5610 ).  
 
OCTOBER plans are being made for an 
outing  beside the Potomac River, possibly 

at River Bend Park or Great Falls National 
Park.  Date and details to be worked out.  

The October birthday potluck will be held 
at 11:30 in Fellowship Hall, October 5.  

Bring a delicious dish of food and a friend 
and join us.   
NOVEMBER plans are being made to trav-

el via van to Hanover, VA, where we will 
have a delicious  lunch at the historic Hano-

ver Tavern and tour the historic Hanover 
courthouse where Patrick Henry tried many 

cases in 1763.  Watch for details to follow. 
Any questions see Jean Strandlie (703 -354

-5610 ).   November birthday potluck will be 

November 2, same time, same place.  
Bring a friend and join us.                              

 Jean Strandlie, Publicity    

 

YOUNG ADULT NEWS  
 
Step Out of Your Comfort Zoneé.  
The ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program invites you to step out of 

your comfort zone and challenge yourself in a one year international mission service 

and learning opportunity. As you offer yourself in service, you will also learn more 
about yourself, your relationship with God, and your place in Godôs world. You will 

make friendships across culture and language that will change the way you look at the 
world. You will be a part of a group of young adults who are open to being trans-

formed by your experiences, equipping you upon return to provide a global perspec-
tive on issues facing the church and society.  You can find more information by going  

to the ELCA website, ELCA.org, and searching for young adults in global mission .  
 
Young Adults Married and Single (YAMS) ðWho will monitor the email mailbox 

for Holy Trinityôs YAMS?  Even though Matt Aviles has begun law school, he has gra-
ciously continued, but with his studies, we are looking for someone to step up.    

tel:%28703-354-5610
tel:%28703-354-5610
tel:%28703-354-5610
tel:%28703-354-5610
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MUSIC AT HOLY TRINITY  
 

HTLC Handbells Choirs   
The music schedule for worship services is complete.   The rehearsal dates/times and places 
are established.   The music is selected and in the binders.   We are now ready for the 2011 -

2012 season.   All we need are ringers/chimers to return or to join us.   We have four choirs 
this year with an additional ad hoc ensemble to provide extra opportunities for ringing.  
 
The Children's Choir with continue the program established last year by Lori Wicks and Eric 

Chancellor to provide a combined singer/chimer choir and music education opportunity for 
children in grades one through three as well as kindergarteners who are ready and want to 
try it out.   This choir will have a new director, Erin Chancellor.   Erin has several years of 

kindergarten classroom experience with Fairfax County Public Schools as an instructional 
assistant and has a career goal of being a public school classroom teacher.   Erin assisted 

Lori and Eric last year with the Children's Choir and the children like her a lot.   Welcome 
aboard, Erin.   The Children's Choir rehearses as part of the Sunday Night At Holy Trinity 
(SNAHT) schedule with the first rehearsal/welcome on September 11 from 4:30 to 5:30 

p.m. in the same place as last year (the Sunday School room for ages 2 & 3).   The Chil-
dren's Choir will perform, sing or play chimes for five early services during Offering, as well 

as sing in the Advent Concert and play chimes for the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve ser-
vice.   The will perform a mini -concert on April 22, 2012, during their Sunday evening re-
hearsal time.  
 
The Trinity Ringers will continue their rehearsal schedule as in past years as part of the 
SNAHT program, with the first rehearsal on September 11 from 6:00 to 7:00pm in Rothen-
berg Hall.   Trinity Ringers is open to youth in grades four through eight.   Eric Chancellor 

will direct this choir.   Trinity Ringers will perform for four early services during Communion, 
as well as ring in the Advent Concert and for the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service.   They 

will perform a mini -concert on April 22, 2012, during their Sunday evening rehearsal time.  
 
An ad hoc Handbell Ensemble is scheduled to perform for two church services and ring in 
the HTLC Handbell Concert on June 10, 2012.   From three to four ringers are needed for 

this ensemble.   Interested ringers of approximate high school age or over are encouraged 
to contact Eric Chancellor about joining this ensemble.   Rehearsal times and place are yet 
to be determined.   Also, any ringer of approximate high school age who wants to may join 

any of the adult choirs.  
 
The Spiritus Bells choir will start its first full season this fall.   This choir was established in 
last January to provide more appropriate opportunities for ringers to learn music often only 

available to smaller choirs.   This choir is an excellent entry point for Summer Bells partici-
pants into a more active music ministry role in our congregation and worship service.   We 
have space for up to eleven ringers in this choir.   Eric Chancellor will direct this choir with 

Scott Terra as a substitute director.   Spiritus Bells will rehearse on Sunday evenings from 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in Rothenberg Hall as part of the SNAHT program with the first rehearsal 

on September 11.   Anyone interested in joining this choir need only show up for a rehearsal 
or contact Eric Chancellor.   Spiritus Bells will perform for six early services during Commun-

ion and for the following late service during Prelude, as well as ring in the Advent Concert 
and for the 9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service.   They will also perform three selections for 
the HTLC Handbell Concert on June 10.  
 
The Christus Bells choir is now in its 26th season of existence.   Rehearsals are on Wednes-

day evenings from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. in Rothenberg Hall beginning the first Wednesday in 
September.   This is also our largest choir allowing us to utilize the full range of handbells  
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and handchimes in very expressive musical selections.   Eric Chancellor will direct this 

choir.   Christus Bells will perform for six early services during Communion and for the fol-
lowing late service during Prelude, as well as ring in the Advent Concert and for the 9:00 

p.m. Christmas Eve service.   They will also perform three selections for the HTLC Handbell 
Concert on June 10.   
Handbell/handchime choirs will perform for a total of eighteen of the thirty -eight Sunday 

morning worship services between September 2011 and May 2012, the Advent Concert, 
two Christmas Eve services, the Maundy Thursday service, two mini -concerts for the chil-

dren/youth choirs on April 22, as part of the SNAHT schedule, and the annual HTLC Hand-
bell Concert moved from its traditional first Sunday in May to a new date of June 10 and 
featuring solely the adult handbell choirs and handbell ensemble.  
 
Hope to see as many people as possible on Rally Day for the single 10:00 a.m. worship ser-

vice and then the Rally Day events where I can further explain to you what our music min-
istry is all about and how you can join or support us.   The Christus Bells will ring in the sin-

gle 10am worship service on Rally Day.  
 
As always, we appreciate your support of our musical ministry by attending church services 
and special music events and, when called to, by being a part of our fellowship.   

          Eric Chancellor, Handbell Director  
 

Update from HTLC Music Director Casey Cook about Unheard Voices, the 
upcoming performance of his doctoral dissertation!  
 

Gerald Finzi's Requiem da camera  went unfinished during his life-

time. For my doctoral dissertation, I have chosen to re -orchestrate 
this composition using Finzi's other compositions as a template.    
British composer Gerald Finzi's young life was marked by the 

deaths of many people who were closest to him.  By age 23, Finzi 
had lost his father, his three brothers and his composition teach-
er.    
At this young age, Finzi took it upon himself to write a piece of mu-
sic that most composers wait till their later years to write, a requi-

em.  This music of remembrance was written in honor of his be-
loved composition teacher, Ernest Farrar, who was killed in action during World War I.   
This piece, Finzi's Requiem da camera , consists of four movements; however Finzi never 

finished orchestrating the third movement.  The piece remained unfinished at his death in 
1956.  In the early 80's, the manuscript for the  Requiem da camera  was found and was 
pieced together for publication.    
Finzi went on to become a very popular British composer  completing over 40 composi-
tions.  He studied with Gustav Holst and Ralph Vaughan Williams, and was a professor at 

the Royal Academy of Music.   
During my doctoral studies, I discovered this piece and its circumstances of publication.   I 
decided to focus my doctoral dissertation on examining the third movement of Finzi's Req-

uiem  and create a completed piece using Finzi's other compositions as a guide.    
A commemorative performance of the new piece will take place on Veteran's Day, Novem-
ber 11 at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.   
38 musicians are required for a performance of this piece, and Casey is in the process of 

fundraising for this event. If you think you may want to help, please visit: CaseyCook.org 
and follow a link to Unheard Voices.   



18 

Holy Trinity will be bringing a team to this training.  If you are interested 

in joining the team, please speak with Pastor Margrethe.  
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Looking Ahead--Congregational Camp in May 2012 
Save the date!   

 

Holy Trinity is planning a congregational camp from 
Friday, May 4

th
 to Sunday, May 6

th
 at Caroline Fur-

nace.  We will have more details later, but it is not too 
early to save the date! 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  
3022 Woodlawn Ave. 
Falls Church, VA  22042  

(703) 532-6617  
Web:  www.htluther.org 
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                     MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!   
 

 
September 5  Labor Day ðChurch Office closed  

September 7  OWLS Luncheon & Recital  

September 8  Choir Practice 7:30 p.m.  
September 10  Prayer Time 9:30 a.m.  

September 11  Worship at 10 a.m.  
   Rally Day 11:00 a.m.  

September 18  Worship at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.  
   Sunday School begins 10:10 a.m.  

   Assisting Minister Training 10:10 a.m.  
 

October 2   Blessing of the Animals 3:00 p.m.  
October 10  Columbus Day Holiday ðChurch Office closed  

October 15  Coffee & Danish with the Pastors 10:00 a.m.  

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH  
3022 Woodlawn Avenue  

Falls Church, VA  22042  

Tel: 703.532.6617     Fax: 703.532.4659   
 

    www.htluther.org      

THERE WILL BE ONE  

10 a.m. SERVICE ON  

SEPTEMBER 11.    
We will  

remember the tenth  

anniversary of 9/11/01.   


